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Implementing the UK’s Al Regulatory Principles: Initial Guidance for Regulators

Summary

This guidance sets out the considerations that regulators may wish to have when developing
tools and guidance to implement the UK’s approach to Al regulation. It builds on our White
Paper commitment to produce guidance for regulators to support the implementation of the
UK's five pro-innovation regulatory principles.

It is not intended to be a prescriptive guide on implementation as the principles are voluntary
and how they are considered is ultimately at regulators’ discretion. Elements of this guidance
may not be applicable to regulators who adopt a ‘technology agnostic’ approach to regulation
as long as these regulators are satisfied that their regulatory framework adequately covers
issues relating to Al adoption. This is the first phase of guidance — we have been working
actively with regulators to develop this and will continue to do so as we refine and further
develop it.

Background

In March 2023, the UK Government published its Al Regulation White Paper setting out its pro-
innovation approach to Al regulation. The approach sets out five principles for regulators to
interpret and apply within their remit. These are:

e Safety, security & robustness

e Appropriate transparency and explainability
e Fairness

e Accountability and governance

e Contestability and redress

The White Paper emphasised that this framework is intended to support and supplement the
work of our expert, independent regulators. This guidance is primarily aimed at regulators
whose remits are most immediately impacted by the use of Al, and who may just be beginning
to consider the impacts of Al. It is also intended to be relevant to any regulator whose remit
could be impacted by Al in the future.! We note that different regulators are at different stages
of their consideration of Al risks.

" We recognise that there are a wide range of organisations who perform regulatory functions within the UK, with
different structures, systems of accountability and degrees of independence. As such we have not attempted to
provide a standardised definition of ‘regulator’ in this guidance, as organisations are being asked to consider this
guidance on a voluntary (non-statutory) basis. In keeping with our regulator-led approach to implementing the
principles, we instead encourage all bodies with any kind of regulatory responsibility for Al to consider how this
guidance might support them to apply the principles — noting that guidance may be more relevant to some
regulators than others e.g. where regulators take a technology agnostic approach to regulation.
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